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1

Taronga Zoo Chimpanzee 
Separation Enclosure

Rowan Murray & Sascha Humphreys
LSAA 2011, Sydney 
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Existing Chimpanzee Exhibit
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Design Issues/Response – Views from the Harbour
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Design Issues/Response - Built Form

Night House      

Viewing Shelter

Separation 
Enclosure
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Design Issues/Response - Other
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The  New Separation Enclosure
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Separation Enclosure - the Original Design
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Separation Enclosure - the Original Design
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Separation Enclosure - the Original Design
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Separation Enclosure - the Original Design
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Separation Enclosure - the Original Design
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The Team
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Experience
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The Final Design

Tender Design Ronstan Design
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The Final Design
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3D Model

Video
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• Communication Tools

• Collaborative Software

• Physical Tools

Relationships  & Collaboration

w
w

w
.R

on
st

an
T

en
si

le
Ar

ch
.c

om

Original 
Design

Representation

Design 
Development

Discuss & 
Review

Implementation

Acceptance

COMMUNICATION
TOOLS

Experience

Finalization Documentation

Cross Border Interdisciplinary Collaboration
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Revitt

Custom 
Software

ACAD

ACAD

PDF

Relationships & Collaboration

Architect (mesh planning) (form finding)

(Design Development) (Working drawings)

3D Solid Works

Officium

Ronstan
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Physical Model
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Physical Model

w
w

w
.R

on
st

an
T

en
si

le
Ar

ch
.c

om

Physical Model



LSAA 2011 Conference ‐ Collaborative Design 22/10/2011

S6A Humphreys 7

w
w

w
.R

on
st

an
T

en
si

le
Ar

ch
.c

om

The Structure – Mesh
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The Structure – Mesh
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The Structure – Cables
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The Structure – Cables & Mesh - Installation
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The Structure – Cables & Mesh - Installation
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The Structure – Steelwork – Masts
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The Structure – Steelwork – Masts
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The Structure – Steelwork – Masts
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The  Structure – Steelwork – Masts
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The  Structure – Steelwork – Mast Installation
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The  Structure – Steelwork – Mast Installation
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The Structure – Removable Mesh Panel
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The Structure – Removable Mesh Panel
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The Structure – Removable Mesh Panel
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The Structure – Removable Mesh Panel
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The Structure – Non-Climb Wall
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The  Structure – Non Climb Wall
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The Structure – Non-Climb Wall
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The Structure – Non-Climb Wall

w
w

w
.R

on
st

an
T

en
si

le
Ar

ch
.c

om

The Structure – Non-Climb Wall – Panel Clamps
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The Structure – Non-Climb Wall – Dropper Cables/Clamps
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The Structure – Non-Climb Wall - Panels
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The Completed Structure
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The Completed Structure
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The Model

Video

w
w

w
.R

on
st

an
T

en
si

le
Ar

ch
.c

om

The Completed Structure
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The Completed Structure
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Ronstan Tensile Architecture

Melbourne, Australia

Project Client: Taronga Conservation Society Aust.
Project Architect: Jackson Teese Architecture
Project Engineer: Hughes Trueman
Building Contractor: Lipman Pty. Ltd.
Specialist Contractor /Enclosure : Ronstan Tensile Architecture
Specialist Engineer/Enclosure/NCW:    Tensys Engineers
Mesh Design/Enclosure: Officium Design Engineering
Mesh: Carl Stahl GmBH.

Thank you


